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President’s
Message

Let the puldic service adivities begin! March starts
our pulic service season with Tour De Sewer followed
shortly theredter by the Association for Retarded Citizens
(ARC) wak. Both these adivities give us a dhance to orce
again bein the pubic eye by providing safety and
communicaion suppat for the Lyon’s clubandthe ARC. As
we suppat these adivities be sure to wear your club rets,
jadkets and badges to identify yourselves and be prepared to
answer any questions to those who want to knov what we are
doing. On my most recent rover trip | had more people than
ever come up and ask me what all the antenna’' s are for.

Many of them knew of Ham radio and hed pdsitive
comments. | think the recent movie exposure and apped of
high tech hobbes is helping to bring Ham to the pulic's
attention.

For youregular reader of QST, did you ndicethe
March edition 10GHz and upcontest results. Our own Glenn
Allen, KEGHPZ, had the highest US based score coming in
5™ overall beaen oy by some of the team who went down

(Continued on page 4)
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Noticethat there ae a ouple of
open pasitions in the Club
Officerslistingand in handling
DARC badges & merchandise.
Jump right in.
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YEAR-TO- (OVER)/
JAN DATE ANNUAL UNDER
ACTUAL | ACTUAL BUDGET |BUDGET
EXPENDITURES
Attendance Prizes $5.00 $5.00 $55.00 $50.00
Autopatch, Repeater $0.00 $225.00 $225.00
Club Merchandise $0.00 $400.00 $400.00
Club Bulletin
Printing $58.51 $5851 | $1,250.00 | $1,191.49
Supplies $0.00 $30.00 $30.00
Postage $40.70 $40.70 $550.00 $509.30
Committees
Award $0.00 $75.00 $75.00
Educaion/Awareness $0.00 $30.00 $30.00
Membership $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Publicity & Public $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Sunshine $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Equipment/M aintenance $0.00 $150.00 $150.00
Events
Christmas Party $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Field Day $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Luncheon $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Picnic $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Fund Raisers $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Other Events $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
I nsurance $0.00 $350.00 $350.00
Misc. Expenses $0.00 $15.00 $15.00
Officers Expenses
President $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Seqetary $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Treasurer $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Other Organizations
Dues $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
Raffle $49.46 $49.46 | $1,000.00 $950.54
P.O. Box Rental $0.00 $80.00 $80.00
Refreshments, M ediings $8.44 $8.44 $200.00 $191.56
Stationary, Copies $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
World Radio Listing $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Expenditures | $162.11 $162.11 | $4,800.00 | $4,637.89
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DOWNEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
TREASURER'S REPORT

JANUARY 2004

DARC INFORMATION

DARC Annual Membership

Single: $20 Associate: $10
Maximum for Family: $35

Make checks payable to “DARC”,
Send to: DARC Membership
1400 Masser Place
Montebello, CA 90640
Include your name(s), callsign(s),
Address, and phone number

DARC Badges
DARC name badges are available
for $4.00, payable on order. Give your

Previously ordered badges may be
picked up at the Club general meeting.

Saturday
Breakfast Location

Many DARC Club members meet
for breakfast each Saturday
morning at 7:00 AM at the Nordic
Fox Restaurant, 10924 S.
Paramount Blvd., in Downey (1/2
mile south of Florence Ave.) The
restaurant reserves an area for
DARC and

offers good

food at

reasonable

prices. See

you there!

Do you have an idea for an article
for the Q5? Remember, this is
OUR newsletter, about OUR
hobby. Please submit articles to:
Dave Glenn, N6TEB.

SUMMARY
CHECKING-WA MUTUAL $2,720.33
BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2003
INCOME $355.00
EXPENDITURES $162.11
CHECKING-WA MUTUAL
BALANCE AS OF JANUARY 31, 2004 $2,913.22
YEAR-TO- (OVER)/
JAN DATE ANNUAL UNDER
ACTUA ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
INCOME
Club $0.00 $0.00 | $200.00 | $200.00
Merchandise ’ : ’ ’
Dues $350.00 $350.00 | $1,600.00 | $1,250.00
Raffle $0.00 $1,000.00 | $1,000.00
Luncheon
Reservations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Misc.Income $5.00 $5.00 $500.00 $495.00
Fund Raisers $0.00 | $1,500.00 | $1,500.00
Total Income $355.00 $355.00 $4,800.00 | $4,445.00

Misc. Income -
$5 Donation
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VE Exams

The Downey Amateur Radio Club pro-
vides VE examinations for all classes of
Amateur Radio licenses on the third Satur-
day of each even-numbered month. Ex-
ams are held at the Downey Fire Depart-
ment Headquarters, 12222 Paramount
Boulevard, beginning at 8:30 AM. The
exam schedule for the early 2004 is as
follows:

April 2004

The ARRL/VEC test fee is $12.00 for all
tests. The fee is controlled by the FCC but
goes to the ARRL to cover their expenses
in providing the tests and handling the ap-
plications.

Club Cups, Caps
Shirts and Jackets

Item On Hand? Price
Caps Yes $8.00
Jackets Yes $35.00

T-shirts Most Sizes $10.00
Polo Shirts Most Sizes $16.00
Coffee Mugs Yes $3.00

Pay when ordering.
Contact ????7?, at any meeting
or at (Phone number)

VE Exams continuing

Those planning to take tests are
asked to contact Steve Grudzin-
ski, AD6HT, at (909) 264-7975,
prior to the test.  This contact is
appreciated but not mandatory.
After the test session please wait
10 days before contacting the
ARRL at (860) 594-0300 or http://
www.qgrz.com/callsign for new li-
cense information. Please do not
call the FCC directly.

Page 3




(President’ s Message Continued from page 1)

to Mexico to take advantage of costal ducting. Glenn also
placeal ahead of some of the other Mexico operators. Gresat
show Glenn. The number of Downey Club members who
gracethe pages of QST isagoodsign o how our 52-year-old
clubis dill very adive and going strong.

Persondlly | would liketo hea stories from all of you
abou what aspect of our hobby you are arrently adivein and
what most interests you. Send me your letters or articles and |
will seethey get in the Q5 for us to share stories and swap
tales.

Until next month, be safe out there; remember red
radios can kill you!

73,N6TEB

Editor's Note:

A new membership lit is published in the month of February. If
youwish to obtain alist, let me know via E-mail or Phone. | will
get alist to you by E-mail or USPS Pronto! (Hope you can accept
Microsoft Excel file or .PDF file)

Chuck (562) 806-1782 lanana@catide.net

KE6TBC
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3

% EY8MM - TAJIKISTAN - Nodir has been on3503at 00002
g looking for North America. QSL viaK1TT.

g IROPSA - ANTARCTICA - Fili ppo, IKOAIH, Fabrizio, I0HIC
& andMichde, IK7JGQ are active as IROPSA from the Italian

jg Antarctic station Baia TerraNova, IOTA AN-016. They are

& generally adive daily on 20 meters around1700to 1800 and

jg then from 0730to 083&. QSL viaoperators®© instrutons.

7]

% UK9AA - UZBEKISTAN - Fedor has been on 1822at 020(%.
ﬂ% VKILB - LORD HOWE ISLAND - Babs and Lot have been on
jg 10144RTTY from 1110to 124. Lot saysthey have onerig
&3 set up and have been concentrating on 30and 40meters. Look
g for them on 80metersaso. QSL viaDL7AFS

7]

ﬂ% YI9YMA - IRAQ - George, K7YMA isactiveon 4to 10

jg metersas YI9YMA. QSL to K7YMA.

7]

jg DARC Members DXCC count:

% WAGRTA 327 Phone (AM & SSB)

J3 KB6ATT 305Mixed, 60CW KK6T 297 Mixed, 264CW, 23H
% SSB, 137RTTY, 80Meters 100

& K6ICS 295 Mixed, 288Phone (AM & SB), 40Meters 164
% Mixed

4 KK6K 250Phone, 200 CW

% N6WZI 10 Meters 198 Phone

g K6TV 185SB, 46 CW, 85 QRP

&3 KEGBARF/Mobile 142SB

g WAB0UD 10 meters 129 Phore
& W6TOI 102Mixed

% W30B 100Mixed, 85 D Meters SSB

g KQ6EH 30 Meters 57 CW
RRRRRRNNNNRRRBBRNRRNNNNNNNE88989898983838383738738

GGG GGYTTTGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGaaa

| aminterested in receiving DX reports for this column, ore ontact
or many. Call me- Days 562-923-1837,evenings 562-923-0131.24
hour FAX 562-923-3609.Internet e-mail: k6ics@arrl.net or my
website www.catalina-inter.net/mgauthier
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Jg’ DX NOTES by Mike Gauthier, K6ICS

&q -

% Announcing: CW character for @

& ARRL Chief Technology Officer Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, conceived
ﬂ of the new character, necessary for transmitting e-mail addresses
g in CW, among other passible purposes. Assuming approval by

& International Telecommunication Union <http://www.itu.int/
9 home/index.html> member-states, the new character--the first

g added to the code in many, many yeas--will be"AC" runtogether
g (:=--0).

ﬂ The new character, Rinaldo says, is both urique in the Morse
g world aswell as amnemonic (think of an ©a® wrapped in a ©CO)
%

% March PROPAGATION OUTL OOK

%3 Low band DX isat itspeak. Noiseislow and thereislots of

ﬂ adivity from 160to 30meters at night. For daytime DXing, 20-
9 15 meters will be fair and 12-10 meters will be poor. There will

J3 be fewer openings with weaker signals as the number of sun spots
% decease.

7]

% 5Z4HW - KENYA - Sigi has been active on 20 and 40 meters

& CW. QSL viaDL7DF.

SERVICE PROJECT SUPPORTING
TOUR DE SEWER BIKE RIDE
MARCH 20

The Lion's Club Tour de Sewer will be held later
this month onSaturday, March 20 Thouwgh the ride
begins at Ford Park in Bell Gardens, it is gread out
over awide aea and has threebike routes (15, 30,and
60 miles). Thisisthelargest public service eventthe
DARC does, so we nead many volunteers (about 30).

At the present time we have only about 12 people signed up. This
will be aserious problem if more people dorit step upto volu nteer.

Thisisafun event, one where we aereally helping the public. It
lasts pretty much all day Saturday (but we can have half-day shiftsif
we get enough people). The Lion's Club provides us agoodlunch
after theride...usually chicken and spaghetti with garlic bread and a
salad. They also generally provide an event T-shirt as
well—a very nicesouvenir. Many of us have awhole
collection of shirts. | wea mine dl thetime.

% ;

g If youthink you might be interested in participating,
. . . email or call Larry Vaughn, kd6rew, at mr.vaughn@verizon.ret or

g 8PONX — BARBADOS - Pete, WOSA is active until March (562 400-1237. | am sure we can work out agood psitionandtime

& 11. QSL direct to home cdl. f

g or you.

&% 9USM - BURUNDI - Mike has been active on 1010%etween

o : Larry KD6NZW

3§ 2100and 213& on Thursdays. QSL viaPA7FM. VP Rrograms

2]
g AY 1ZA - SOUTH ORKNEY ISLANDS - Henry has been active

g on 14088RTTY from 0230Z urtil 0400Z. QSL via LU4DXU.

%

% D44TT - CAPE VERDE ISLANDS - U.S. West Coast 160 meter
J3 DXers have been D44TT during openings just before

% 070@. QSL viaK1TT.

%

g EP - IRAN - Both EP3SMH, Mohsen, (21265) and EPASP, Yar,
g have been active on 15meters SB between 1245 and 134%.

UGG GGYGTIGGGGGGGIGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGYGGGYGGaaYa

2]
RRRRRRRNPNPNPNPRNRRRRRRNPRRRRIRNRRRRIRRRNRNREIRRE
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D.A.R.C. General Meeting Minutes— February 5, 2004

Dave Glenn, N6TEB, President, cdled the meding to order at 7:30
PM with 34 personsin attendance. He then led the Pledge of
Allegiance

Our speaker for the evening was Art Goddard, W6XD, ARRL
Southwestern Division Diredor. Art spoke bou a DXpedition he
and several otherstook to the west African nation of the Gambia.
He explained some of the history of the courtry and roted that
KuntaKinte, author Alex Haley's ancestor chronicled in “Root s
was from the Gambia. Art told of setting up the station in a building
formerly used by commercial station Radio Syd nea the cgpital city
of Banjul and all of the trials and tribulations of erecting antennasin
the sandy bead nearby. Part of the problem was the unstable
commercial power which at times would surge to 300volts AC
from the normal (in the Gambia) 220volts, which took out al their
switching power supplies. Thisforced themto use automobile
batteries sustained by two 15-amp bettery chargers. His overall
theme was that Murphy is dive andwell in the Gambia.

Art's presentation was followed by a question and answer period in
which he asked the groupto contact their Congressional
representatives in suppart of H.R. 1478regarding C.C.& R
restrictions.

Dave Buhler, WB6ZGF, asked for asgstancewith the ARC Walk
onMarch 27. Larry Vaughn, KD6NZW, asked for assistance with
the Tour De Sewer on March 20. Buck Kerns, AE6GDT, asked for
asgstancewith the Hawaiian festival onJuly 17-18in Lawndale.

The grouptook a 15-minute break.

In the businessportion d the meeing, the Treasurers Report was
approved asit appeared in the Q5.

The attendance drawing was held and John Powell, KF6EOJ, was
awarded $5.

In - building BPL systems are designed
to use the electrical wiring within

a building to network computers. Most
operate under the HomePlug spedficaion. (Seethe
HomePlug-related link foll owing). HomePlug systems
used within a buil ding have notches in their product
spedficaions, to protect over-the-air Amateur Radio
operation.

Control PLC operates below 500 kHz,

and is used by e lectric - utility

companies to control their equipment

using the power - lines as

transmission lines. Thistype of PLC does not

pose any significant interferencerisk to HF operation.

Page 6

Looking for an Elmer?
Here are a few resources that can get you going.

Bill Heather, KBBWKT, 562
863-6607

kbéwkt@arrl.net - Helping
Hams, Contesting

Ivan Mikulich, KB6ATT, 562
923-4577

kb6att@att.net - Helping
Hams, Field Trips

Glenn Allen, KEGHPZ, 562 928-2080
ke6hpz@ham-radio.com - Microwave

Dave Buhler, WB6ZGF, 562 861-6069
wh6zgf@catisle.net - Net Control, Public Service,
Emergency Communications.

Harold ‘Buck’ Kerns, AE6DT, 562 634-8441
aebdt@arrl.net - Public Service, Antenna Construction
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Figure 1: In-building BPL can be used to interconned PCs
or other devices within abuilding, using that building©s
eledrical wiring. AccessBPL extends that conrection to
the Internet, using electricd distribution wiring. This dide
provided courtesy of Cosy MUTO, JHS5ESM.

There aethreemajor caegories of PLC:

Access BPL uses electrical distribution
lines, overhe ad or underground, to
provide broadband Internet access to

homes and businesses . Becausetheir wiringis
physicdly large, often overhead and extends acoss entire
communiti es, accessBPL systems pose asignificant
interference potential to over-the-air radio services.
Amateur Radioisnot the only potentially aff ected
servicefrom these types of systems. There ae anumber
of different techniques used in aacessBPL, from spread
spedrum to OFDM (multi-carrier signals). Studies done
by amateurs in Europe, Japan and the US leave little doult
that accessBPL that uses overheal eledricd distribution
wiring poses an interferencerisk to HF.

Dick, WB6JDH, conducted the raffle with the following winners:

Mike Gauthier, K6ICS, an International Antenna Collection bod;
Buck Kerns, an MFJ 144/440 mobile antenna and magnetic mourt;
Mike Gauthier, K6ICS, an MFJ speder;

Hugo Martin, AE6BC, a 2003 repeder guide;

John Schroeder, N6QQ, alevel one anateur radio emergency
communicaions course donated by our speaker, Art Goddard and
Jim Bradkett, a one year subscriptionto World Radio.

Mesting was adjourned at 9:03 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Dave Buhler, WB6ZGF,
Substitute Seaetary
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Art Goddard, W6XD
Takes us on his Dxpedition to
African nation of the Gambia
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ARC Walk ServiceProjed needsyour help

2 ne of the most gratifying puldic service events the

DARC suppats is the ARC Wak for
Independence which is a fundraising event for ARC of Southeast
Los Angeles County. ARC (formerly known as the Association for
Retarded Citizens) works with those who have mental retardation or
other developmental disabilities and krings them to their highest
functional level, some even to independent living. Only abou 40 %
of ARC's funding is from grants and government programs, many
of which are being cut badk, and ARC has to make up the
difference so it can continue to do its important work in ou
communiti es.

The Downey Amateur Radio Club has supparted this event,
providing logistical and safety communicétions, sincethe first walk
eight yeasago. Thisyea the Wak will be on Saturday, March 27.
It begins at approximately 8:00 AM and ends at approximately
10:00 AM and complementary breakfast burritos and drinks will be
served courtesy of Acapulco Restaurant.

The Walk consists of two routes, a one-mile and a three-
mil e, centered onStonewood Mall at Firestone Blvd. and Lakewood
Blvd. in Downey. We will need operators for “shadows’ for
officials and stationary operators at various stes along the routes to
watch the walkers, many of whom are ARC clients and may be
vulnerable to hazards along the way. Since this is a short range
event, 2-meter simplex operation has proved eff ective in the past so
a 2-meter HT with spare batteries and a headset or spegker/mike
will be the necessary equipment to bring along.

A sign upsheet for this event will be provided at the March
meeing or contact Dave Buhler, WB6ZGF, at 562/861-6069 ¢ e
mail at wb6zgf @catisle.net.

Dave WB6ZGF
VP Srvice
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Broadband Over Power Line (BPL) and Amateur Radio
Stop the assault on ham radio!

http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/TUTORIAL

Thisweb page contains fil es and links of information about
BPL andrelated broadband techndogies and hawv they may
adversely affed Amateur Radio and aher HF radio operation.
BPL is aso sometimes cdl ed Power-line Communications or
PLC. In-building BPL uses a building©s eedrical wiring to
network computers within a building. AccessBPL usesthe
eledrical distribution grid to deli ver broadband internet access
to hames and businesses using the distribution system and
building eledricd wiring as a mndictor.

Broadband over Power Lines (BPL) also goes
by afew other names and aaonyms. Power Line
Communications (PLC, Power Line Telecommunicaions
(PLT), and Power Line Broadband (PLB) are terms also
used. Most of these papers and links use the term "BPL."
There ae anumber of types of PLC systems, using

diff erent approaches and architedure. All are "carrier-
current” systems, aterm used to describe systems that
intentionally conduct signals over electricd wiring or
power lines.

Studies dore by amateurs and regulators worldwide
demonstrate mnclusively that BPL that uses HF or VHF
spedrum will cause serious degradation d the
communicaions cgpabil ity to nearby receverson
frequencies that BPL uses. HF is aunique international
resource that isin use by commercial radio services,
broadcasting, amateurs, government and military
operators.
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OooooDooDooDo0o0Do0o0Do0o0oDoDo0o0o0DoDo0o0oDoDoDooDoooooaoaoaoao

MOON BOUNCE April Meeting Program

Dennis Kidder, WAGNIA, ougoing president of ARALB will
be talking to us about moon boure His Hamcon presentation
was well received. Do cometo seeand hear what intrigues
him.

OooooDooDooDo0o0Do0o0Do0o0oDoDo0o0o0DoDo0o0oDoDoDooDoooooaoaoaoao

0O0o0o0o0ooooooaoad

Dick Paimer, WB6JDH, raffle
chairman with another batch of prizes

Happy Birthday to these

March Folks
WB6ZGF DAVE BUHLER MAR 5
N6SWO KENNETH CARLSON MAR 7
ASC IRMA VARNEY MAR 25
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NEW TOYSAT DARC MEETING

The speaker for the March 4" meeting of the Downey
Amateur Radio Clubwill be Bill Scholz, W1HIJ. Bill isone of the
‘experts from HRO in Anaheim and will be speaking to us about
all the new gadgets and equipment that is being put out by the
various manufacturers. Few people arein such agood position so
asto be @letotak abou all the various products, and this sould
make for a great meding.

Bill Scholz was originally licensed in 1%4 in Rhode Island
at age 12 as WN1HIJ. After graduating to general in ayea, he was
adivein both dxing andin CW traffic handling including a period
as Net Control for the 1RN traffic net (New England). In 1968, le
moved to Washington State for carea purposes and was assigned
the call W7GEG. In abou 1972,career and family took over from
ham radio and he wasinactive until 1996, when he again took the
exams and became AC6UH whileliving in Newport Bead. The
following yea he got hisoriginal cdl bad in the vanity program
andisnow W1HIJ.

Sincereactivating, Bill ©s primary adivity has been in CW
contesting bath as asingle op and as a member of several multi-
multi teams including KG60OK and N6ME. He has a so traveled
several timesto French Polynesia and halds the call FOOSCH. He
operated in the 2001 CQ WPX CW Contest as FO8DX, placing
seandin the ontinent from Bora Bora. Beginning in 2002 Bill
and afew other friends formed the "Pina Colada Contest Club"
dedicated to dang Field Day from unusual locations. In 2002they
operated from Puerto Rico as NP4A, in 2003from Havana Cuba &
COO0US, andin 2004they will be operating from the US Virgin
Islands as KP2AA.

As aways the meding will be held at Sussman Middle Schod in
Downey, and will begin at abou 7:30 PM. After the program wil |
be abrief refreshment break foll owed by the businessportion of the
meding. We hope youwill al attend (AND bring afriend with
you!!!)

Larry Vaughn KD6NZW
VP Rograms
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Mon

Tue

Wed

March 2nd

VOTE

2
DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeder.

B 445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

NG6TEB

9
DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeder.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

KE6HPZ

10

14

15

16
DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 40 repeaer.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

ADGAF

17

21

22

23
DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeaer.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

WB6ZGF

24

28

29

30
DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeder.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

WB6JDH

31

Thu Fri Sat
4 5 6
DARC MEETING 07:00
19:30 Brea&kfast @ Nordic Fox
Susman Middle
Schod
11 12 13
2-meter net 07.00
7:15 pmto 8:00 pm Breakfast @ Nordic Fox
Club simplex
145.5%
ADGAF
18 19 20
2-meter net 07:00
7:15 pmto 8:00 pm Bresfast @ Nordic Fox
Club simplex Tour de Sewer
145.5% ServiceProjed
CdPoly
KD6NZW Swap Meg
25 26 27
2-meter net 07:00
7:15 pmto 8:00 pm Bresfast @ Nordic Fox
Club simplex ARC Walk
145.5% ServiceProjed
TRW
WB6ZGF Swap Megt

MARCH 2004
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Club medings are held at Susman Middle Schoadl in Downey
at 7:30 pm on the 1st Thursday of the Month. Enter off
12500 Birchdale Ave on the West side of the schoadl.

T
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