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President’s Message

s | am writing this | have just got i \

badk from working the January
2004 VHF Swegstakes contest sporsored by |
the ARRL. Glenn Allen KE6HPZ and myself
went out as a rover operation joined by Steve ADGHT
working with Paul St. John N6DN. Details of the trip will
appear elsewhere in this or next month’s Q5. Let’s just say at
one point Glenn said pul over so he can kick Murphy out of
the ca as we had ore problem after ancther.

Many things are happening in Amateur radio this
month. | think the most notable is the ARRL
recommendation to the FCC on license restructuring. They
have taken input from the Amateur community and the lead
from other courtries in drafting their proposal to come up
with what | think is a great plan. Detail s can be found ontheir
web ste  www.ARRL.net but the highlights include
reforming the old Novice sub bands  al the classes get
more spedrum, moving the ade requirement to the Extra
classlicense and introducing a new beginners classof license
giving them accessto CW and phore privileges on ALL the
bands including dlivers of the HF spectrum. | think this will
go along way to encourage new hams to join and stay active
whil e giving more privil eges to those who aready earned it.

(Continued on page 4)
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Permission to copy material
from the Q5 is granted
provided that credit is given
to the “DARC Q5".

Noticethat there a ouple of
open pasitions in the Club
Officerslistingand in
handling DARC badges &
merchandise. Jump right in.

Budget continues |YEAR-TO- | ANNUAL (OVER)/
DATE UNDER
ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
EXPENDITURES
Attendance Prizes $0.00 $55.00 $55.00
Autopatch, Repeater $0.00 $225.00 $225.00
Club Merchandise $0.00 $400.00 $400.00
Club Bulletin
Printing $0.00 $1,250.00 $1,250.00
Supplies $0.00 $30.00 $30.00
Postage $0.00 $550.00 $550.00
Committees
Award $0.00 $75.00 $75.00
Education/ $0.00 $30.00 $30.00
Awareness
Membership $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Publicity & Public $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Relations
Sunshine $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Equipment/ $0.00 $150.00 $150.00
Maintenance
Events
Christmas Party $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Field Day $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Luncheon $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Picnic $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Fund Raisers $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Other Events $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
Insurance $0.00 $350.00 $350.00
Misc. Expenses $0.00 $15.00 $15.00
Officers' Expenses
President $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Secretary $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Treasurer $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Other Organizations
Dues $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
Raffle $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
P.O. Box Rental $0.00 $80.00 $80.00
Refreshments, $0.00 $200.00 $200.00
Meetings
Stationary, Copies $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
World Radio Listing $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00 $4,800.00 $4,800.00
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Proposed 2004Budget

DARC INFORMATION

This proposed DARC 2004 Budget was presented at the January
board meeting. It is based upon income & expenditure history from
last year. Please review it and be prepared to discuss and vote on

it at the February meeting.

DARC Annual Membership

Single: $20 Associate: $10
Maximum for Family: $35

Make checks payable to “DARC”,
Send to: DARC Membership
1400 Masser Place
Montebello, CA 90640
Include your name(s), callsign(s),
Address, and phone number

DARC Badges
DARC name badges are available
for $4.00, payable on order. Give your

Previously ordered badges may be
picked up at the Club general meeting.

Saturday
Breakfast Location

Many DARC Club members meet
for breakfast each Saturday
morning at 7:00 AM at the Nordic
Fox Restaurant, 10924 S.
Paramount Blvd., in Downey (1/2
mile south of Florence Ave.) The
restaurant reserves an area for

NORDIC FOX

offers good
food at
Restaurant
Featuring Scandinavian Foods.

reasonable
prices. See
you there!

YEAR-TO- | ANNUAL (OVER)/

DATE UNDER

ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET

INCOME

Club Merchandise $0.00 $200.00 $200.00
Dues $0.00| $1,600.00 $1,600.00
Raffle $0.00| $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Luncheon Reservations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Misc.Income $0.00 $500.00 $500.00
Fund Raisers $0.00| $1,500.00| $1,500.00
Total Income $0.00| $4,800.00| $4,800.00

were not submitted.

January Club Meding Minutes or Board Meeting Minutes
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Do you have an idea for an article
for the Q5? Remember, this is
OUR newsletter, about OUR
hobby. Please submit articles to:
Dave Glenn, N6TEB.

VE Exams

The Downey Amateur Radio Club pro-
vides VE examinations for all classes of
Amateur Radio licenses on the third Satur-
day of each even-numbered month. Ex-
ams are held at the Downey Fire Depart-
ment Headquarters, 12222 Paramount
Boulevard, beginning at 8:30 AM. The
exam schedule for the early 2004 is as
follows:

February 2004

The ARRL/VEC test fee is $12.00 for all
tests. The fee is controlled by the FCC but
goes to the ARRL to cover their expenses
in providing the tests and handling the ap-
plications.

Club Cups, Caps
Shirts and Jackets

Item On Hand? Price
Caps Yes $8.00
Jackets Yes $35.00

T-shirts Most Sizes $10.00
Polo Shirts Most Sizes $16.00
Coffee Mugs Yes $3.00

Pay when ordering.
Contact ?????, at any meeting
or at (Phone number)

VE Exams continuing

Those planning to take tests are
asked to contact Steve Grudzin-
ski, ADG6HT, at (909) 264-7975,
prior to the test.  This contact is
appreciated but not mandatory.
After the test session please wait
10 days before contacting the
ARRL at (860) 594-0300 or http://
www.grz.com/callsign for new li-
cense information. Please do not
call the FCC directly.
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(President’s Message Continued from page 1)

| dso want to express my thanks and gratitude to
Chuck Anna KEGTBC for taking on the editorship of our club
newsletter the Q5. This is no small task with gathering
articles, laying out the pages and sedang that it gets printed. It
is members like Chuck that make this a great club.

73,Dave N6TEB

Happy Birthday to these

February Folks

Call Sign Who ? When ?
KD6DIL ANN POPE FEB 3
KFGUEA ANN  WRIGHT FEB 7
KB6WKT BILL HEATHER FEB 7
KNG6LM FRANK  TILLMANN FEB 7
WB6GIW BOB WARTENBE FEB 20

W6LTJ DAVE QUINTANA FEB 25
KE6GFF JOHN KOUNTZ FEB 28

Editor's Note:

A new membership list is published in the month of February. If
youwish to obtain alist, let me know via E-mail or Phone. | will
get alist to you by E-mail or USPS Pronto! (Hope you can accept
Microsoft Excel file.)

Chuck (562) 806-1782 l@anana@caise.net

KE6TBC

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM

Tel: (714) 521-8080
Sat. 9:00 AM 1o 5:00 PM

Fax: (714) 521-8920

FORD €lectronics, Inc.

Electronic Parts Distributor
Wholesale = Industrial * Commercial
Network Equipment

8431 Commonwealth Ave., Buena Park, CA 90621-2527
Email: sales@fordel.com

OHMS LAW
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YEAR-TO- OVER)/
DEC DATE ANNUAL (UNDEI%
ACTUAL | ACTUAL |BUDGET | BUDGET
EXPENDITURES
Attendance Prizes $15.00 $55.00 $40.00
Autopatch, Repeater | $17.97 $214.13 | $240.00 $25.87
Club Merchandise $404.76 | $400.00 ($4.76)
Club Bulletin
Printing $1,154.08 | $1,600.00 $445.92
Supplies $9.68 $28.01 $20.00 ($8.01)
Postage $2.12 $515.12 | $665.00 $149.88
Committees
Award $25.98 $25.98 $75.00 $49.02
Education/Awareness $0.00 $30.00 $30.00
Membership $43.24 $50.00 $6.76
Publicity & Public
Relations $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Sunshine $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Equipment/
Maintenance $0.00| $150.00 $150.00
Events
Christmas Party $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Field Day | $200.00 $200.00 | $500.00 $300.00
Luncheon $650.00 $0.00 ($650.00)
Picnic $0.00 $50.00 $50.00
Fund Raisers $40.00 $50.00 $10.00
Other Events $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
Insurance $336.50 | $350.00 $13.50
Misc. Expenses $78.08 $0.00 ($78.08)
Officers' Expenses
President $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Secretary $0.00 $25.00 $25.00
Treasurer $9.72 $17.29 $25.00 $7.71
Other Organizations
Dues $0.00 $20.00 $20.00
Raffle | $598.60 | $1,489.03 |$1,000.00 ($489.03)
P.O. Box Rental $76.00 $65.00 ($11.00)
Refreshments,
Meetings $128.40 | $200.00 $71.60
Stationary, Copies $21.65 $20.00 ($1.65)
World Radio Listing $130.00 $65.00 ($65.00)
Total Expenditures | $864.07 | $5,567.27 | $5,800.00 $232.73
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December 2003 Treasurer's Report

February 2004 Meeting Speaker

DOWNEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

TREASURER'S REPORT

DECEMBER 2003

SUMMARY
CHECKING-WA MUTUAL $2,330.40
BALANCE AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2003
INCOME | $1,254.00
EXPENDITURES $864.07
CHECKING-WA MUTUAL
BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2003 $2,720.33
DEC YEAR-TO- | ANNUAL (OVER)/
DATE UNDER
ACTUAL | ACTUAL BUDGET | BUDGET
INCOME
Club Merchandise $639.00 $200.00 | ($439.00)
Dues| $180.00| $1,540.00| $2,100.00 $560.00
Raffle $74.00| $1,459.00| $1,000.00| ($459.00)
Luncheon $560.00 $0.00 | ($560.00)
Reservations
Misc.Income {$1,000.00 | $1,021.20| $1,500.00 $478.80
Fund Raisers $1,248.51| $1,000.00 | ($248.51)
Total Income [$1,254.00 | $6,467.71 | $5,800.00 | ($667.71)

Misc. Income -
HAMCON
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Murphy Livesin West
Africa—TheC5Z Story

The odds were stadked
against this suitcase radio
expedition from the start:

. Travel booked onanearly
bankrupt African airline
Blindfaith in urtried
verticd antennas
Operating site surrounded
by amajor construction
projed
Powerli ne surges that
made caualties of all
switching power suppies
Hea and humidity that
put Finnish saunasto
shame

After trying his best, Murphy

lost as the C5Z Team turned

in the world high claimed
scorein the 2003 CQ

Worldwide Phore DX

Contest. Join tour leader Art

Goddard, W6XD, at our

February 5th DARC meeting

aswere-live this challenging

adventurein West Africa.

Art Goddard, W6XD, eaned
his novice Amateur Radio
licensein 1956. He worked
hisway up through the ranks

to Extra dass Hisradio
adivitiesinclude HF/VHF,
DX, contests, satellit es and
digital communicaions. He
has traveled in numerous
foreign courtries. Equipped
with his camera, Art cgptures
the DX pedition spirit to share
with fellow amateurs at club
medings and conventions.

Artisalife
member of
ARRL,
currently
serving as
Diredor of
the
Southwestern Division. Heis
adively involved in
representing and promoting
Amateur Radio throughout
the region. Professonaly, he
isa mnsultant in eledronics
systems, retired from Boeing
(formerly Collins Radio and
Rockwell International). Art
and hswife Mary Ellen live
in CostaMesa, CA.
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Club Service Projed

Hi everybody

| just received an email from the Bell
Gardens Lions Club about thisyea's Tour de
Sewer . It will happen onMarch 20 and cover
pretty much the same @urse & last yea, except
that the rest stop will again be locaed at
Michigan Park (nat the Red Cross). They
have guaranteed that it will be adry, beautiful
day thisyear. (I have head that one before.
Severa times| believe.)) Sowe aein need of
operators...quite afew of them. Thisis probably
the biggest project the DARC does and affects the most people.
Please think seriously about helping out during this event. The more
people we get, the shorter the shifts. It doeslast pretty much al day,
fromabou 7 PM until 4 or 5 PM.

If you have dore this event before | can most likely give
you the same location. If you are new we an find agood pgacefor
you. If you can work only in the morning (or the afternoon), let me
know. If you have any other limitations or special needs, let me
know. We can work it out. We redly nead your help.

If you know someone who daes not receive the dub email
please let them know abou the date and time of this event as well.
Please let me know ASAP...reply by email or give me a @l (at 562
4001237 any time.
Thanks for your time.

Larry Vaughn, KD6NCW
VP Programs

(Float Return Continued from page 14)

Asthe float was moving into pasition to be displayed
a the hotel, JohnVincent, aman this reporter has known for
many years, came up and congratulated me for helping bring
the float home. Asamember of the Association and also the
Downey Historicd Society, Johnreminded me that we first
took onthis projed in 1984. Twenty years of serviceto the
Asgciation, the ommunity and still going.

In additionto Ray and Bill, I'd like to thank Ed Roos,
KC6ZHY, Larry Cude, KEGEOL, and Glenn Allen, KEGHPZ,
for their asgstance again this year. Ancther grea job!

Dave Buhler
WB6ZGF
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Looking for an Elmer?
Here are a few resources that can get you going.

Bill Heather, KBBWKT, 562
863-6607

kbéwkt@arrl.net - Helping
Hams,  Contesting

Ivan Mikulich, KB6ATT, 562
923-4577

kb6att@att.net - Helping
Hams, Field Trips

Glenn Allen, KE6HPZ, 562 928-2080
ke6hpz@ham-radio.com - Microwave

Dave Buhler, WB6ZGF, 562 861-6069
wh6ezgf@catisle.net - Net Control, Public Service,
Emergency Communications.

Harold ‘Buck’ Kerns, AE6DT, 562 634-8441
aebdt@arrl.net - Public Service, Antenna Construction
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Adventures of the Returning Rose Float

January 2004 marks the twentieth year that the DARC
has escorted the Downey Rose Float badk hame from
Pasadena.

Aswe were arriving at the “East Gate” to the paost-
parade aeg we receved word from an ealier arriving
member that the float was already moving toward the gate
under it'sown power. There was smeissie éout having to
wait an inordinate anount of time unlessit moved “NOW”.
First was a pil ot vehicle then the float appeaed with its
motorcycle escort, but notow truck. We pulled into the
conwoy with ou two vehicles proteding its rear and we were
off. Thetimewasnat quite 6:00 P.M., avery early start as
compared with some previous years.

Withou atow truck, the going was $ow but steady.
The tow caught up with us on San Gabriel Blvd. and aswe
hooked up,some very grateful but somewhat unhappy drivers
went aroundthe float. (Each year we aeae unhappy drivers,
northbound orNew Y eas Eve and again southbound orthe
day wereturn.)

We halted at our usual rest stop orly to find ou
favorite doughnu shop CLOSED! On a Saturday night? We
trudged bad to the float to find Ray Olesen, AD6AF, and his
sontaking digital picturesof it. We had waved to them on
San Gabriel Blvd. earlier in the evening.

Soonit wastimeto saddle up and head south again.

We had been keeping in touch with Bill Heaher, KB6WKT,
in the Embassy Suites hotel room where the Rose Float
Asciation was hading it's usual welcome home party. Bill
also had his APRS equipment onlineto keep track of the float
whil e it was traveling, much to the enjoyment of the
Asciation members.

(Continued on page 15)

Club Service Projed

2 ne of the most gratifying puldic service events
the DARC supports is the ARC Walk for

Independence which is afundraising event for ARC of Southeast
Los Angeles County. ARC (formerly known as the Association
for Retarded Citizens) works with those who have mental
retardation or other developmental disabilities and brings them
to their highest functiona level, some eren to independent
living. Only about 40 % of ARC's funding is from grants and
government programs, many of which are being cut bad, and
ARC has to make up the difference so it can corntinue to do its
important work in our communiti es.

The Downey Amateur Radio Club has supported this
event, providing logistica and safety communications, since the
first walk eight yeas ago. This yea the Walk will be on
Saturday, March 27. It begins at approximately 8:00 AM and
ends at approximately 10:00 AM and complementary bregkfast
burritos and drinks will be served courtesy of Acapulco
Restaurant.

The Walk consists of two routes, a one-mile and a three-
mile, centered on Stonewood Mal a Firestone Blvd. and
Lakewood Blvd. in Downey. We will need operators for
ashadows?® for officials and stationary operators at various sites
along the routes to watch the walkers, many of whom are ARC
clients and may be vulnerable to hazards along the way. Since
thisis a short range event, 2-meter simplex operation has proved
effedive in the past so a 2-meter HT with spare batteries and a
headset or spedker/mike will be the necessary equipment to
bring along.

A sign up sheet for this event will be provided at the
February meding or contact Dave Buhler, WB6ZGF, at
562/861-6069 o e-mail at wh6zgf @catisle.net.

WBG6ZGF
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Contesting with N6TEB, KE6HPZ, AD6HT and N6DN

The weekend o January 24", Glenn Allen, KEGHPZ
joined myself Dave Glenn, N6TEB for the January ARRL
VHF Sweepstakes. Former President Steve Grudzinski,
ADGHT teamed upwith N6DN, Paul St. John(non club
member). Both rover teams took along athird passenger, Mr.
4f anything can go wrong it will® Murphy. While Murphy
doesn't exist physicaly, his presenceis very apparent to many
of us hams whenever it comes to contests, ouings, puldic
service e/ents or anything that istime aiticd. Getting ready
for amajor contest usually involves weeks of Planning and
Buil ding which is one of the gopeds of contesting to get
everything just right for the weekend. Cables are built and
tested, antennas tuned and everything isput in place

We knew we were in trouble when we were an hour
late getting started Saturday morning when things that worked
Friday failed on ou final chedk out before we left Downey.
Amplifier keying lines fail ed to key the anplifiers, transvert's
had no ouput only to be taken apart and then suddenly started
working, leaving us with littl e comfort. We made the dedsion
to taketo the road and Glenn dd many repairs on the two and
ahalf hou drive to Joshua Tree National Park, our starting
point. Oncewe got there things where going better urtil |
reached down to turn an antenna switch and managed to stress
some audio cables enoughto bre& the drcuit board they
where dtadhed to. Thistime out we had planned to have
computer control of radios between the front and bad seat
operating pasitions all owing either of usto control al the
radios whil e the other was outside working the dishes for 5 and
10 GHz and the laser communicaor. With broken wires,
computer interfacefail ures (they all worked the day before) we
abandonthis goal.

When Glenn goes along as the badk sea operator he
will bring along his GPSand connectsit to his computer to
tradk our route. | usually kid him abou this as | have dore the
route many times before and seldom get lost. Thistime out his
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Glen, KE6HPZ, at Joshua Tree

ADG6HTL sightsthelaser while N6DN makes a connedion
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N6DN
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ADGAT

WB6JDH K eging warm?

N6TEB

N6TEB & N6DN

mapping actual came in handy as we were driving up an dd
Stage Coach route, Auberry Road, to get to some overviews
in the mourtains above Fresno. By thistime it was alrealy
dark and abou half way up we found ouiselvesin a doud
which turned ou to be dense fog. | was barley able to seethe
center linelet alone any turn-offs. As we gproached our
favorite spot Glenn wsed the GPS to cdl out tenths of miles
then fed as we gproached ou spat. Even then, | drove right
past it and hed to turn aroundto find the turn off .

The most amazing contacts we made had to be the two
10 GHz contads. One was from Kettleman City, a small town
off hwy 5 an haur or so North of the 99. At abou 1100fed in
the midd e of the San Joaquin Valley we worked Larry
KGG6EG in Huntington Bead. The other amazing contad was
working the guys onthe roof of Fresno State University
WG6TE on 10GHz in the Fog and shoaing through the trees.
None of us expeded to make it but they came in S9. Just goes
to show you rever know unlessyoutry.

Until next time, 73
NG6TEB
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FEBRUARY 2004

Sun

Mon Tue Wed

3 4

DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeaer.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

Thu

Fri

Sat

10 11

DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeaer.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

5
DARCMEETING
19:30
Susman Midde
Schod

15

16

17 18

DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeaer.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

12
2-meter net
7:15 pmto 8:00 pm
Club simplex
145.5%

13

22

23

24 25

DARC 440 ret
7:00 pmon
Club 440 repeaer.
445.640
(-) pl 156.7 Hz.

19
2-meter net
7:15 pmto 8:00 pm
Club simplex
145.5%

20

21

29

26
2-meter net
7:15 pmto 8:00 pm
Club simplex
145.5%

27

28
TRW
Swap Med
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Club medings are held at Susman Middle Schoal in
Downey at 7:30 pm on the 1st Thursday of the Month. Enter
off 12500Birchdale Ave on the West side of the schodl.

l
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